
Danielle Stricker 

Borger 

English 101-25 

10/27/12 

Annotated Bibliography 

Carr, Nicholas. "Is Google Making Us Stupid?" The Atlantic. CND, 2012. Web. 25 Oct. 2012. 

<http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/07/is-google-making-us-

stupid/306868/>. 

“Is Google Making Us Stupid?” by Nicholas Carr is explaining that the internet is taking 

over our way of “deep reading.”   He explains they he is not being able to think the way 

he used to.  When he beings to read a book or an article he seems to find himself 

distracted and that his concentration is not there like it used to be.  “The deep reading that 

used to come naturally has become a struggle” (1).   Also, he goes on explaining that 

research is becoming more and more easy than what it used to be and that the internet is 

taking over one of the most impressive inventions, the printing press.  Marshall LcLuhan 

said, “media are not just passive channels of information.  They supply the stuff of 

thought, but they also shape the process of thought” (1).   Not only is Carr believing that 

the internet is making it hard for him to concentrate, but others as well.  It is thought that 

our mind is also like a methodical clock, it helps us decided on what to do such as-eating, 

working, sleep, etc..  This idea seems to be accurate because metaphorically, our mind is 

behaving like clockwork.  The internet seems to be replacing all the things we used to do 

on our own.   Advertisement is a way that internet sites make money, the internet uses the 

sites we visit and what we search to create pop-ups and ads that would appeal to us.  

Google is referred to as the “ultimate search engine.”  Google’s plan is to make their 

search engine faster and more useful.  Brin, one of the creators of Google, said “Certainly 

if you had all the world’s information directly attached to your brain, or an artificial brain 

that was smarter than your brain, you’d be better off” (7).  It is said in the article that the 

brain is just in need of a faster processor and more memory embedded in it.   
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 In the article “How Computers Change the Way We Think” by Sherry Turkle is discusses 

how computers have affected our way of life, by the way we think.  The article gives 

examples of how calculators and also that in one of her classes, a student describes the 

human mind as a “computational dictionary.”  Also, she explains that young students are 

being given machines and able to understand it.  Today’s generation is accustomed to 

electronic surveillance in our everyday life.  We also grew up in a world where blogging, 

texting, emails, the internet, etc.  are important in our life.  However, she states that the 



idea of privacy is diminishing when it comes to our generation.  “Professors find that 

students do not understand that in a democracy, privacy is a right, not merely a privilege” 

(2).  Online gaming, chat rooms, online dating, etc. are becoming an intimate relationship 

for some people.  It is taking over the ability to have physical, personal communication 

amongst people.  PowerPoint is taking over the ability to think when it comes to projects.  

“Indeed, the culture in which our children are raised is increasingly a culture of 

presentation, a corporate culture in which appearance is often more important than 

reality” (2) Our generation focuses more on the presentation in class rather than the idea 

of discussing.  Word processor is taking over our way of thinking.   A keyboard 

compared to a typewriter, is that a typewriter makes us think yet a keyboard allows us to 

type while we are thinking and change the text to make us a better writer.  Today’s 

generation is brought up in the world of video games, computer programming, action 

films, etc.  Turkle explains that it changes the way come kids see the world.  We see that 

the world is making us look at it as good and evil.  Computers are taking over how we do 

most tasks in life.  “If we take the computer as a carrier of a way of knowing, a way of 

seeing the world and our place in it, we are all computer people now” (4).  We are 

allowing computers to take over our lives to best accommodate our everyday living.   


